ReQuest2021: Scout Expedition to Antarctica
INTRODUCTION
About me
My name is Lucy and I am a 23-year-old Scout Network member and Guide leader from Kent. I currently work in and
study town planning. I am happiest when outdoors and live for adventure!
The Expedition
From December 2021 to January 2022, my
team of 10 Scouts joined the crew of the
Bark Europa tall ship to sail to from
Argentina to the Antarctic peninsula,
across the stormy Drake’s Passage.
The Kent Scouts’ ‘ReQuest2021’expedition
commemorated 100 years since Sir Ernest
Shackleton invited two Scouts (Norman
Mooney and James Marr) to join his 1921
Quest expedition to the Frozen South.
Patrons & Media
The team were supported by six high-profile patrons, including the
Honourable Alexandra Shackleton (granddaughter to the man
himself!), former manager of the South Pole station: Wayne White,
and famous explorers: Ranulph Fiennes, Louis Rudd, James Ketchell
and Felicity Aston. The team were also able to outreach to BBC
Radio Kent, BBC Southeast News and also featured on a recent
episode of BBC CountryFile!
More than an expedition
But this project was so much bigger than the expedition itself.
The ten aims of our project related to the themes of peace,
environment and heritage:
1. VOYAGE – Participate as members of the crew on the Bark
Europa on a voyage to Antarctica. (Peace, Environment,
Heritage)
2. PROJECTS – Undertake personal projects with each team
member presenting their results. (Peace, Environment,
Heritage)
3. CENTENARY – Hold centenary flag ceremonies in both the
UK and Antarctica (Heritage)
4. PLAQUES – Unveil commemorative plaques to Scouts Marr
& Mooney in England & Scotland. (Heritage)
5. OUTREACH – Involve young people in a series of fun and
educational outreach activities. (Peace, Environment,
Heritage)
6. THAMES – Host a pre-expedition PR event at Tower Bridge
on Friday 17th September 2021. (Heritage)
7. PLYMOUTH – Participate in the Devon and Cornwall Polar
Society centenary event in Plymouth. (Heritage)
8. SHACKLETON – Celebrate and pay respects to the
achievements of Sir Ernest Shackleton. (Peace, Heritage)
9. LINKS – Build strong links with Scouts in other countries on
the original expedition route. (Peace, Heritage)
10. LEGACY – Leave a lasting Scouting polar research legacy
inspired by Scout Marr’s work on Krill. (Environment)

WHAT WAS THE TRIP LIKE?

Sailing
Whilst most visitors to Antarctica travel
on cruise ships, our team sailed on a
traditional tall ship, the Bark Europa.

The Drake Passage – One of the stormiest
oceans in the world, this stretch of water must
be crossed in order to reach the Antarctic
Peninsular from Argentina. It took us five days to
cross on the way and 4 on the return journey.
Whilst the weather was supposedly calmer than
usual, we spent much of the journey in our
bunks due to continuous sea sickness.

The watch system – During the Drake Passage crossing
we lived by a watch system: 4 hours on, 8 hours off.
When on watch, we would rotate between steering the
ship, lookout position, sail handling and warming up in
the deckhouse! The system continued night and day.
Sometimes we wouldn’t know whether it was 10am or
10pm, especially with the long hours of daylight
experienced in the Southern Ocean!

Rigging – My favourite part of the sailing
experience was the ability to climb the rigging.
We were able to harness up climb to the very
top of the mast, where the views were
absolutely phenomenal.

Wildlife
Once we reached Antarctica, one of the highlights was
seeing all the exceptional wildlife.

Penguins – They were everywhere! We
saw gentoos, chinstraps and adelies. These
animals are some of the most comical I
have ever seen – stumbling and tumbling
as they tried to cross the rocks, hopping
onto icebergs seemingly for the fun of it,
and slapping each other with their flippers
when they were upset about something.

Whales – Whales have got to be one of the most
beautiful animals I have ever seen. We only saw them a
handful of times, but each time the cry went out on deck
that one had been spotted, all the crew would rush out
to take a look. These creatures were also very curious,
often coming close to check out the boat.

Seals – We saw several different species of seal, from
the fluffy fur seal to the big blubbery elephant seal, to
the sly and ominous-looking leopard seal. These
creatures could usually be found asleep on nearby
icebergs and they hardly lifted an eyelid when we
passed.

Key Sites we visited
Whilst every single day of the trip was outstanding, some of the locations we visited were more well known than
others!

Deception Island – This island is a sunken volcano. We
were able to sail into the centre of the ocean-filled crater
and could even see some of the sea water evaporating
due to the thermal activity beneath the surface.

Whalers’ Bay – This bay is located within Deception
Island, where an abandoned whaling station could be
found. The area felt like an eerie film set, with several
crumbling buildings and huge rusting oil drums.

Port Lockroy – This famous British Antarctic base
was originally established by one of the Scouts
(James Marr) from the Quest expedition. It is
now maintained by the UK Antarctic Heritage
Trust as a museum for visitors.

Damoy Hut – Another former British
Antarctica base, this bright blue hut. It
was originally an airstrip but is now
maintained as an emergency shelter
for nearby ships.

People
One of the most important aspects of this trip, was getting to meet all the amazing people on the ship!

The Scout team – Our team was compromised
of 10 Scouts: 2 from Scotland and 8 from
Kent. 6 were under 25 and 4 were over 25.

Voyage Crew – Alongside our team, there
were also 20 other visitors on the ship.
These people were from all over Europe
and the US. We made lots of new friends!

Permanent Crew – On the ship were 15
members of permanent crew. This team were
sailing experts as well as tour guides, cooks
and engineers!

THE LEGACY

Science
We wanted our project to be more than just an
expedition. Some of our work therefore included
contribution to scientific data collection.

Argo float – Our team deployed two argo floats. These
machines float in ocean currents and collect a variety of data,
including temperature and salinity. Information is then
relayed back to scientists at the European Argo Network for
analysis.

Krill – Our team followed in the footsteps of the
Scout Marr from the original expedition. Following
the 1921 expedition, Marr produced “the natural
history and geography of the Antarctic krill
(1962)”. To continue this important conservation
work, we partnered with the British Antarctic
Survey to collect krill samples in a traditional
Nansen net, which was lowered off the side of the
ship.

Climate Change education
To help protect this very unique
continent, I enacted a personal project
of climate change education, which
focused particularly on young people.

Stop Climate Change badge – Before the expedition, I
designed this badge for Scouts and Guides. The pack
included 60 climate-related activities which would
encourage young people to take action to protect
their planet.

ClimateQuest – During lockdown I
converted my badge activities into a
website format so that young people
could undertake the activities at
home.

Visiting schools and Scout/Guide groups – Both before
and after the trip I have visited many groups to tell
them about our project. As well as inspiring them to
undertake their own adventures, I also include an
aspect of climate change education in my
presentations and activities.

Thank you
I am hugely appreciative of your
support towards my project. This
experience has been truly
lifechanging.

Lucy

